Summary of the General & Business Aviation Day at Eurocontrol, 30 March 2006, by a light aircraft flyer.

The presentations by the Eurocontrol people were professional and informative.  The message was not helpful or encouraging, however.

The link to all the presentations, in pdf, is :

http://www.eurocontrol.int/eatm/public/event/gaba.html.
Here are the key points I, as a light airplane flyer, noted :

1. GA is 1,6 % of Eurocontrol’s market – yes, one point six percent.  This amounts to zero clout.

2. No development of datalink or ModeS seems to have a low-cost implementation to aid the light aircraft flyer in his avoidance of other light airplanes.

3. Eurocontrol expects everyone to prefer 8.33 frequency interval VHF radios someday.  Eurocontrol can mandate this.  Eurocontrol has no frequency-issuance authority, and there is no central planning of frequency allocation, the nations do that.  ??????!

4. Eurocontrol has great hope for datalink to reduce errors in verbal radio communication.  To me, this contradicts item 3.

5. Eurocontrol has great hope that ADS-B can simplify operations through graphical position depictions.  To me, this also contradicts item 3.

6. Eurocontrol envisions less dependence on ground-based navaids in the future.  To me, this contradicts item 3.

7. Eurocontrol charges for their services.  The member nations have taken their monopolies of their respective airspace, and delegated Eurocontrol to collect the rent and fees for all services (there is a factor for mass in the fee equation, so light planes get a break here).  Eurocontrol has suggested at this event, that an INCENTIVE might be offered to install the correct equipment to use the services they demand.  Of course, this will facilitate bill collection as well.

8. Flight planning tools are being tested internally to reduce IFR flight plan rejections.  Maybe with sufficient campaigning, this improvement will be offered to the end-user.

9. There was one remark which really spoke to me: “We recognize that modern airliners climb steeper, and we may be able to reduce Class B radii.”  Hallelujah!

10. Satellite navigation may facilitate more corridors for GA through congested airspace.  We in GA are going to have to grab this bull by the horns ourselves, with suggested routes, and develop the proposals at our own expense, because these routes will diminish Eurocontrol revenues (even if the revenue is generated at a loss, as most GA billing must be, given our low mass).

Here are some other nuggets from multiple sources:

GA in Europe is growing rapidly – but mostly in turbine helicopters and bizjets.


There is no association attempting to coordinate standards for collision avoidance by air to air transmission, for low-cost aviation.  Australia, Europe, USA, gliders, Sweden… – all have similar but non-compatible standards. This makes the hardware market very fragmented.(VDL2, VDL4, 1090ES, VHF…)


The Mode S transponder acceptance in the USA was somewhat driven by the fabulous TIS-B (Traffic Information Service – Broadcast).  TIS-B was funded as a demonstration project, and is being discontinued… oops.


EASA is considering an IMC pilot rating which should increase safety, but also traffic, in Europe.


Low-cost airlines are expanding to more and more airports.  While this brings euros to more airports, which may benefit all flyers, it may also drive equipment requirements for our little airplanes, and outright bans (or prohibitive fees) if traffic grows sufficiently.

I have to think a lot more about this whole environment, and our place in it as personal aviators.  The cost of operating IFR, in training, equipment, and fees, is simply staggering to many of us.  The cost of operating VFR only, in weather delays and convenience of destination and schedule, is also somewhat daunting, especially in winter.  While I see no reason to fear for the future of local fun flying, far from any major airport, I do fear for the future of personal air touring across much of northern Europe.  We personal aviators need one single advocate on the equipment issue to keep a focus on cost and value.
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From Eurocontrol web pages :

“Airspace users are at the heart of our overall strategy. You, the civil users, account for the bulk of airspace use. EUROCONTROL’s main objective is to create as much freedom of movement as possible for all users.”

http://www.eurocontrol.int/corporate/public/standard_page/focus_civil_airspace_users.html

-----------------------

“Europe now has close to 8.5 million flights per year and up to 28,000 flights on busiest days. Even so, airspace capacity has been increased by 80% since 1990.”

Upcoming conferences :

Driving ADS-B and CPDLC forward in Europe 
26/04/2006  -  27/04/2006 
Toulouse ,  France

Global AIS Congress - 27-29 June '06 

 A Global AIS (Aeronautical Information Service) Congress will be held on 27-29th June 2006 in the “Palacio Municipal de Congresos” in Madrid.  

