April 2006

Alpha 160A ZK-FXY Maiden Flight Test 

SHE FLIES! 

Alpha Aviation is pleased to announce the successful maiden flight of the first New Zealand built Alpha 160A - ZK FXY - affectionately named ‘Foxy’.

Our first two-seat aerobatic training aircraft took to the skies above Hamilton on Wednesday 12 April and was put through her paces by veteran Australian aerobatic and test pilot, Noel Kruse and Alpha’s own pilot and Marketing Manager, Steve Lange.

With an aborted take-off successfully completed to check nose wheel shimmy, Foxy’s maiden flight commenced at 17.45, just prior to dusk. The moon was rising, the clouds were bathed in golden light and Foxy handled like a dream!

The protocol of a test flight - systems checking and monitoring – dictated that it was carried out overhead the Hamilton Airport. The entire Alpha Aviation team – many of whom had pulled all night shifts – gathered beside runway 18 to witness Foxy’s debut, their hopes and dreams etched on tired faces. As she became airborne, a massive cheer went up.

After ascertaining that the aircraft engine and systems were performing to satisfaction, basic stability checks and low “G” manoeuvring was carried out. And, although the flight was scheduled to last a mere 10 minutes, Noel and Steve were so impressed with Foxy’s handling that they extended the flight to 20 minutes.

Truth be told, if light wasn’t failing and protocols didn’t need to be followed, Noel and Steve would still be up there!

We’ll leave the summing up to Noel Kruse who knows a thing or two about Alphas. As he stepped onto the tarmac, he was heard to mutter, “She’s bloody brilliant!”


